Critics Rave about Maltby and Shire’s Closer Than Ever at the York Theatre 






June 15- –Nov. 4  2012

New York Times:

Critic’s Pick!

“Step aside, all you apple-cheeked newspaper boys and American idiots, you little mermaids and littler orphans. The grown-ups have something to say!”

http://theater.nytimes.com/2012/06/22/theater/reviews/closer-than-ever-a-york-theater-musical-revue.html?ref=theater

June 22, 2012

The New Yorker: 

CLOSER THAN EVER
If musicals were rated à la baseball’s slugging percentage, the numbers for the York Theatre’s revival of this 1989 revue would be positively Ruthian. Of the evening’s twenty-four songs, by the lyricist Richard Maltby, Jr., and the composer David Shire, at least half are home runs, and most of the others are line drives off the wall. (Unlike with Ruth, there are no strikeouts.) As directed by Maltby and sung by an outstanding quartet of musical-theatre actors—Jenn Colella, George Dvorsky, Christiane Noll, and Sal Viviano—there’s a pleasing flow to the songs, which illustrate middle-age concerns both mundane and existential, but no story to speak of. Each tune is a little play in itself, a gem of cabaret-style composition, equal parts clever and tender.

Read more http://www.newyorker.com/arts/events/theatre/closer-than-ever-nonapp-st-peters-theatre#ixzz1zCgE43iL

Associated Press: 

“A truly magical, satisfying experience! Wonderful! Exhileratingly comical … sung with flair, compassion and wit!”

 http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/n/a/2012/06/22/entertainment/e122428D36.DTL
New York Post 

Michael Riedel’s column:  “Closer than ever to a Hit”

http://www.nypost.com/p/entertainment/theater/closer_than_ever_to_hit_ipY5BsaUgTGDhDCqKAwy3M

July 6, 2012

New York Post:

(***1/2 of 4 stars – we can do graphically)

“Top-notch ‘Closer’ goes the distance! If you can’t find something to relate to here, you simply haven’t lived or loved… warmth and wisdom resonate throughout. A spot-on foursome of actors skillfully navigates the tonal shifts of this alternately funny, poignant and insightful show! Terrific!” 
Huffington Post:

“Hilarious! Packed with emotion, the sort that sneaks up on you when you’re not expecting it! Classy! Marvelous!” 

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/theater-closer-than-ever_b_1615916.html
NY 1 TV

This collection of 24 songs is an excellent showcase for two pros that can turn out clever and witty tunes that ...you could call Sondheimesque. They write about getting older, couples growing apart, husbands having regrets, love making a fool of you and the joys of marriage and babies. It’s urbane, emotional and often witty. 

Reviewhttp://www.ny1.com/content/ny1_living/theater_reviews/163947/time-out-theater-review---closer-than-ever-

The Daily News;

 Entertaining…The cast of Broadway pros all shine collectively and alone.

First rate! Sterling! Moving!” 

http://www.nydailynews.com/blogs/showandtell/2012/06/closer-than-ever-at-the-york-sings-of-lifes-ups-and-downs-trials-and-joys

Liz Smith:

"First rate! Magically comical... I just fell in love with it! This show is bigger than its four-person cast and we're closer than ever to believing in tomorrow because of it!"

AM NY (online)

Review

http://www.amny.com/urbanite-1.812039/theater-review-closer-than-ever-4-stars-1.3822945

July 5, 2012

TheaterMania:

“Deliciously tuneful! Slyly comic… it seems almost impossible not to nod one's head in agreement, if not just sing along.”

Backstage:

CRITICS’ PICK
 “Energetic!  Breezy, Romantic! … Enacted with devotion by a quartet of polished singers!”

http://www.backstage.com/bso/reviews-ny-theatre-off-broadway/ny-review-closer-than-ever-1007383552.story

June 21, 2012

Playbill.com

http://www.playbill.com/news/article/167219-Jenn-Colella-George-Dvorsky-Christiane-Noll-Sal-Viviano-Are-Closer-Than-Ever-Off-Broadway-Opening-June-20

Newsvine.com:

broadwaybulletin.newsvine.com/_.../12401047-york-theatre-r...

The 1980 hit has not been seen in New York since then, and the critical response indicates that it has been sorely missed. For example Eric Grode in the New York Times characterized the show as "Charming material presented charmingly and sometimes marvelously." 

Talkin’ Broadway

Review

http://www.talkinbroadway.com/ob/06_20_12.html

BroadwayWorld

Photo Flash: First Look at Christiane Noll, Jenn Colella, and More in CLOSER THAN EVER!

http://broadwayworld.com/article/Photo-Flash-First-Look-at-Christiane-Noll-Jenn-Colella-and-More-in-CLOSER-THAN-EVER-20120621

June 21, 2012

TheaterMania

PHOTO FLASH: Danny Burstein, Michael Feinstein, Christiane Noll, Harold Prince at the Opening of Closer Than Ever

http://www.theatermania.com/off-broadway/news/06-2012/photo-flash-danny-burstein-michael-feinstein-chris_58597.html

June 21,2 012

Getty Images

Opening Night Photos

http://www.gettyimages.co.uk/Search/Search.aspx?contractUrl=2&language=en-GB&family=editorial&p=%27closer+than+ever%27&assetType=image&ep=3#

June 21, 2012

Wire Images

Opening Night Photos

http://www.wireimage.com/search/#events?q='closer%20than%20ever'&s=1

June 21, 2012

TDF STAGES: The Musical Methods of Maltby and Shire

http://wp.tdf.org/index.php/2012/06/the-musical-methods-of-maltby-and-shire/#more-3286

June 22, 2012

Reflections in the Light – Review

 http://reflectionsinthelight.blogspot.com/2012/07/quick-hit-theater-review-closer-than.html

