NEIL BERG’S PIANOMEN

CONTACT: 
TOUR MANAGEMENT
Joe D’Urso
845-353-2408 (office)
joe@neilberg.com 

This simple rider will cover all the needs for a successful performance of Neil Berg’s Pianomen. Production should be advanced no later than 30 days prior to the day of show. As you can see, we don’t need much, but it is crucial that no substitutions/omissions be made without approval. Thank you in advance for your cooperation, and we look forward to a great performance! 

BACKLINE/PIANO
· One Grand Piano. Steinway, Yamaha, or comparable. One adjustable height piano bench.  Baby Grands may be acceptable, but must be advanced. Piano should have light, easy action. Piano shall be tuned prior to company’s arrival, and a touch up tuning may be requested after sound check. 
· One Electric 88 key weighted keyboard. Preferred model is Yamaha Motif ES-8 or XS-8. Adjustable piano bench or keyboard bench. NO DRUM THRONES!!! 
· Other models (such as Korg Triton) MAY be acceptable, with approval from Production Manager. 

AUDIO 
· This tour carries no audio gear. We will be using your house racks and stacks, microphones, monitors, and stage power. 
· We will use your house FOH and Monitor Consoles. Monitors must be run from a separate console unless advanced. Monitor console position should be stage left and have a clear view to the piano player. 
· We require 3 Monitor Mixes: Piano, Keys, and Vocals. One wedge at piano, one at keys, and two at the front of stage for singers. 
· 4 Shure SM58 (NOT beta 58, and no Beta 87) wireless microphones are required. 
· 2 Straight, round base stands, and 2 boom style stands are required. 
· It may be possible to use wired microphones for piano and keys, per advance. 
· Tour does not travel with sound engineers, we will rely on you to mix the show. Set lists and instructions will be provided. 

LIGHTING 
· Your house lighting will be fine. We’d like to use what you have to create a few different moods. We do not travel with an LD or board op. This is a piano driven show, and consists of greatest hits of Billy Joel and Elton John. Our best shows are when the house LD uses their knowledge and creativity! 
· We WILL need the following specials: 
1 overhead and 1 FOH special tight focused on the piano player. These are CRUCIAL, as the pianist narrates the show. His overhead special is his reading light, and he uses plastic covers on his music. It must be focused such that there is NO GLARE on the music.
1 Overhead and 1 FOH special on the keyboard player. 
2 FOH specials for the singers, who will sit on stools splitting center stage. 
· If possible, we would like to use two Follow Spots, as well. 

STAGING
· The piano and keyboards should split center stage. Piano is on stage right, keys on stage left, facing each other. Specific placement can be determined at load in. 
· We require two straight stools or high backed bar chairs, black or dark brown. Standard Bar Stool Height. 
· 1 small round table (with tablecloth), of appropriate height, placed center stage, for the singers to put drinks on.
· The show is designed to be intimate, so please make sure we are set up close to the downstage edge, while allowing enough room for the singers to move freely. Most of the action will take place center stage, but the singers may roam. 

CREW CALL 
· We do not travel with a touring crew. Please provide the follow competent and sober crew members: 
1 FOH Engineer
1 Monitor Engineer
1 LD
1 DECKHAND
2 FOLLOW SPOT OPS (for show call only, if we are using spots)
1 WARDROBE (available at Load in, and should be able to do a 4 hour minimum call. Steaming and pressing of costumes only. 

SCHEDULE
· Our typical schedule calls for an afternoon load in. For an 8 PM show, this is suggested schedule. Naturally, for an earlier show, we can adjust accordingly. Please advise during advance if you are a Union house. 
BACKLINE DELIVERY/FIRST PIANO TUNING: 3 PM 
ARTISTS ARRIVE: 4 PM 
SOUND CHECK: 5-6 PM
DINNER/SECOND PIANO TUNING (if necessary): 6-7 PM
DOORS: 7:30 PM
SHOW: 8 PM 

FINAL DAY OF SHOW SCHEDULE MUST BE ADVANCED WITH PRODUCTION MANAGER. 

DRESSING ROOM HOSPITALITY 
· Please ensure that adequate dressing room space is provided for 4 company members and 1 Tour Manager. We will need 4 hand towels (black), as well as 4 bath towels (if you have showers). 
· We need very little in the way of hospitality, so please make sure these basic needs are met.   2 Cases of Bottled Water, 1 Cooler of Clean Ice, Assorted Sodas, and Fresh Coffee/Hot Water for Tea, and some healthy snacks (veggies, crackers and cheese, chips and salsa). 

CATERING 
· A Catered Meal for five (5) persons must be provided. This should consist of a hot entrée (chicken or beef), a starch (potatoes or rice), a vegetable, and a tossed salad. A dessert item (pie, cake, or brownies) is greatly appreciated for when we are not feeling as health conscious! 
· In the event that catering cannot be provided, a buyout of $25 per person may be acceptable. This MUST be advanced! 

GROUND TRANSPORTATION/PARKING
· The company will arrive in one or two minivans. Please arrange for parking as close to the stage entrance as possible. 
· It will not be necessary for the venue to provide a runner. 
· Please ensure that adequate security is provided for the artists’ vehicles and dressing rooms. 

MERCHANDISE
· We may sell CD’s after the show. We will require 2 8x8 tables with skirting in the lobby or concession area. 
· The artists will generally sign autographs post-show. 
· We usually do not need a seller, but occasionally we will ask for one in the advance. 

SETTLEMENT
· Show settlement will be with Tour Manager immediately following the performance, unless other arrangements have been made. 


Again, thank you for working with us to make the day a success for all involved! We are flexible and able to adjust to most venue limitations, as long as they are advanced with the Production Manager. Please reach out directly with any substitutions or special circumstances at least 30 days prior to the show. 
